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the interests of a peaceful settlement of the Indian problem.
Without such status, the interim Government would not be
in a position to infuse in the Indian people a consciousness
of freedom, which is today essential. Both Lord Pethick-Law-
rence and you have, however, pointed out the difficulties in
the way of offering such constitutional changes, while at the
same time assuring us that the interim Government would
have in fact, if not in law, the status of a truly national Gov-
ernment. The Working Committee feel that after the British
Government's declaration that the constituent assembly
will be the final authority for framing the constitution and any
constitution framed by it will be binding, the recognition of
Indian independence is imminent.
It is inevitable that the interim Government which is to
function "during the period of the constituent assembly
must reflect this recognition. In my last conversation with
you, you stated that it was your intention to function as a
constitutional head of the Government and that in practice
the interim Government would have the same powers as
that of a Cabinet in the Dominions. This is, however, a
matter which it so important that it would not be fair
either to you or to the Congress Working Committee to let
it rest upon what transpired in informal conversations Eveh
without any change in the law* there could be so Tie formal
understanding by which the Congress Working Committee
may be assured that the interim Govenment would in prac-
tice function like a Dominion Cabinet.
The question of the responsibility of the interim Govern-
- ment to the Central Assembly may also be treated in the
same way. The existing law permits an Executive indepen-
dent of the Central Legislature, but a convention could be
created by which its tenure of office would depend on its
enjoyment of such confidence.
The other details regarding the composition and magni-
tude of the interim Cabinet, which came up in my discussions
with you, would all depend upon the satisfactory solution of
the two basic quest-ions enumerated above. If the questions
of status and responsibility of the interim Government are
satisfactorily solved, I hope we would be able to decide other
questions without delay. As I have already written to you,
the Working Committee has been adjourned and will be